Histoplasma hairpins herald hopefulness.
Histoplasma capsulatum is a significant respiratory and systemic fungal pathogen. Although many molecular tools have been developed, the fulfillment of Koch's postulates to determine gene function has been hampered by obstacles to homologous gene targeting. Because H. capsulatum displays a considerable array of virulence mechanisms and has a 40-Mb genome that is currently being sequenced, the capability to perform high-throughput molecular manipulations would clearly be beneficial. Recent demonstration and application of experimental RNA interference (RNAi) technology promises a major contribution to advances in this area.